
Of Bogs & Books 

March 14 – The Adventure Gap: Changing the Face  
  of the Outdoors      by James Mills 
The nation’s wild places―from national and state parks to national forests, pre-
serves, and wilderness areas―belong to all Americans. But not all of us use these 
resources equally. Minority populations are much less likely to seek recreation, ad-
venture, and solace in our wilderness spaces. It’s a difference that African American 
author James Mills addresses in his new book, The Adventure Gap: Changing the 
Face of the Outdoors. 
Bridging the so-called “adventure gap” requires role models who can inspire the 
uninitiated to experience and enjoy wild places. Once new visitors are there, a love 
affair often follows. This is important because as our country grows increasingly 
multicultural, our natural legacy will need the devotion of people of all races and 
ethnicities to steward its care.                     - Excerpted from an Amazon Review  
 

April 11 –  Grandma Gatewood's Walk: The Inspiring Story of 
the Woman Who Saved the Appalachian Trail by Ben Montgomery  
Emma Gatewood told her family she was going on a walk and left her small Ohio 
hometown with a change of clothes and less than two hundred dollars. The next any-
body heard from her, this genteel, farm-reared, sixty-seven-year-old great-
grandmother had walked 800 miles along the 2,050-mile Appalachian Trail. By Sep-
tember 1955 she stood atop Maine’s Mount Katahdin, sang “America, the Beautiful,” 
and proclaimed, “I said I’ll do it, and I’ve done it.” 
Driven by a painful marriage, Grandma Gatewood not only hiked the trail alone, she 
was the first person—man or woman—to walk it twice and three times. At age seven-
ty-one, she hiked the 2,000-mile Oregon Trail. Gatewood became a hiking celebrity, 
and appeared on TV with Groucho Marx and Art Linkletter. The public attention she 
brought to the trail was unprecedented. Her vocal criticism of the lousy, difficult 
stretches led to bolstered maintenance, and very likely saved the trail from extinction. 
Author Ben Montgomery interviewed surviving family members and hikers Gate-
wood met along the trail, unearthed historic newspaper and magazine articles, and 
was given full access to Gatewood’s own diaries, trail journals, and correspond-
ence. Grandma Gatewood’s Walk shines a fresh light on one of America’s most cel-
ebrated hikers.         - An Amazon Review  
 

May 9 – A Dance of Cranes (A Birder Murder Mystery)  by Steve Burrows 

Newly estranged from his girlfriend, Lindy Hey, Inspector Domenic Jejeune returns to 
Southern Ontario, where he receives news that his brother, Damian, has gone missing in 
Wood Buffalo National Park while conducting research on Whooping Cranes. Domenic 
immediately heads out to try to find him. 
Back in the U.K., Jejeune’s plan to protect Lindy has failed, and she has been kidnapped 
by his old foe, Ray Hayes. Jejeune's trusty sergeant, Danny Maik, tracks down Lindy, but 
there is far more to the situation than he anticipated. With Lindy in imminent danger, 
Maik is forced into a desperate rescue attempt. 
Will either of them survive? And if so, can they find their way back to each other?  
     - An Amazon Review      
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• Book Discussions for 

adults and                     

interested teens 
 

• Second Saturday each 

month 10:00 – 11:30 am 

 

• In the Volo Bog SNA   

Library 

 

• Coffee & Snacks 

 

• Natural History 

 & Environmental          

     Literature 

 

• Books range from classic 

to contemporary 

 

• Find your book... 

 at your local library 
      check www.worldcat.org  

 at used book stores  

 thru on-line sellers 

 through download 

       services 

 

• Look for our  

 Of Bogs & Books 

 Facebook Group 

 

• Sponsored by IDNR &  

the Friends of Volo Bog  

at Volo Bog SNA  

 

• Please register         

at 815-344-1294 or 

dnr.volobog @illinois.gov 

Engaging Conversations since 1994     


