
Of Bogs & Books 

Autumn Selections 

VOLO BOG 
S TATE 

NATURAL AREA 

A u t u m n  2 0 2 1      V o l u m e  2 8 ,  N u m b e r  3    

• Second Saturday of each 

month, 10:00 – 11:30 am 

• Book Discussions for 

adults and teens 

• In-Person                            

& Zoom Options 

• To register or to request 

the zoom link email us at 

dnr.volobog@illinois.gov 

and tell us your name and 

phone number. 

• Natural History, Outdoor 

& Environmental          

Literature 

• Books range from classic 

to contemporary 

• Selections may be found 

at local libraries, book 

stores and on-line 

• Look for our                 

Facebook Group 

• Sponsored by IDNR at 

Volo Bog SNA & the 

Friends of Volo Bog 

• Volo Bog State Natural 

Area  

28478 W. Brandenburg Rd.  

Ingleside, IL 60041 

815-344-1294 

Engaging Conversations since 1994     

September 11:   Buzz, Sting, Bite: Why We Need Insects  
            by Anne Sverdrup-Thygeson  
 “Insects comprise roughly half of the animal kingdom. They live everywhere—
deep inside caves, 18,000 feet high in the Himalayas, inside computers, in Yellowstone’s 
hot springs, and in the ears and nostrils of much larger creatures. There are insects that 
have ears on their knees, eyes on their penises, and tongues under their feet. Most of us 
think life would be better without bugs. In fact, life would be impossible without them.  
 

Most of us know that we would not have honey without honeybees, but without the 
pinhead-sized chocolate midge, cocoa flowers would not pollinate. No cocoa, no choco-
late. The ink that was used to write the Declaration of Independence was derived from 
galls on oak trees, which are induced by a small wasp. The fruit fly was essential to medi-
cal and biological research experiments that resulted in six Nobel prizes. Blowfly larva 
can clean difficult wounds; flour beetle larva can digest plastic; several species of insects 
have been essential to the development of antibiotics. Insects turn dead plants and ani-
mals into soil. They pollinate flowers, including crops that we depend on. They provide 
food for other animals, such as birds and bats. They control organisms that are harmful 
to humans. Life as we know it depends on these small creatures.  
 

With ecologist Anne Sverdrup-Thygeson as our capable, entertaining guide into the in-
sect world, we’ll learn that there is more variety among insects than we can even imag-
ine and the more you learn about insects, the more fascinating they become.  Buzz, Sting, 
Bite is an essential introduction to the little creatures that make the world go round.”           
        —an Amazon Review  
 

October 9:   Our Wild Calling: How Connecting with Animals 
can Transform our Lives – and Save Theirs      by Richard Louv 
       “Audubon Medal winner Richard Louv’s landmark book Last Child in the 
Woods inspired an international movement to connect children and nature. Now he rede-
fines the future of human-animal coexistence. In Our Wild Calling, Louv interviews re-
searchers, theologians, wildlife experts, indigenous healers, psychologists, and others to 
show how people are connecting with animals in ancient and new ways, and how this 
serves as an antidote to the growing epidemic of human loneliness; how dogs can teach 
children ethical behavior; how animal-assisted therapy may yet transform the mental 
health field; and what role the human-animal relationship plays in our spiritual health. He 
reports on  wildlife relocation and on how the growing populations of wild species in urban 
areas are blurring the lines between domestic and wild animals. Our Wild Calling makes the 
case for protecting, promoting, and creating a sustainable and shared habitat for all crea-
tures—not out of fear, but out of love.”    - An Amazon Review 
 

November 13:  Mama’s Last Hug: Animal Emotions and 
What They Tell Us about Ourselves  by Frans de Waal  
 “Mama’s Last Hug is a fascinating exploration of the rich emotional lives of ani-
mals, beginning with Mama, a chimpanzee matriarch who formed a deep bond with biolo-
gist Jan van Hooff. Her story and others like it―from dogs “adopting” the injuries of their 
companions, to rats helping fellow rats in distress, to elephants revisiting the bones of their 
loved ones―show that humans are not the only species with the capacity for love, hate, 
fear, shame, guilt, joy, disgust, and empathy. Frans de Waal opens our hearts and minds to 
the many ways in which humans and other animals are connected.”   - An Amazon Review 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/671946069589232/?ref=br_rs

