
Winter Selections 

VOLO BOG  
S T A T E  N A T U R A L  A R E A  

Of Bogs & Books 
W i n t e r  2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 0    V o l u m e  2 6 ,  N u m b e r  4    

• Book Discussions for 

adults and                     

interested teens 

• Second Saturday        

of each month      

10:00 – 11:30 am 

• In the Volo Bog SNA   

Library 

• Coffee & Snacks 

• Natural History, Out-

door & Environmental          

Literature 

• Books range from clas-

sic to contemporary 

• Selections may be 

found at local libraries, 

book stores and on-

line 

• Sponsored by IDNR &  

Friends of Volo Bog   

at Volo Bog SNA  

• Please register         

at 815-344-1294 or 

dnr.volobog 

@illinois.gov 

• Find us on             

Facebook 

Engaging Conversations since 1994     

 

December 14 – The First Domestication: How Wolves and  
  Humans Coevolved  By Raymond Pierotti and Brandy R. Fogg  
 “In this fascinating book, Raymond Pierotti and Brandy Fogg change the narrative 
about how wolves became dogs and in turn, humanity’s best friend. Rather than describe 
how people mastered and tamed an aggressive, dangerous species, the authors describe 
coevolution and mutualism. Wolves, particularly ones shunned by their packs, most likely 
initiated the relationship with Paleolithic humans, forming bonds built on mutually recog-
nized skills and emotional capacity. 
 “This interdisciplinary study draws on sources from evolutionary biology as well as 
tribal and indigenous histories to produce an intelligent, insightful, and often unexpected 
story of cooperative hunting, wolves protecting camps, and wolf-human companionship. 
This fascinating assessment is a must-read for anyone interested in human evolution, ecolo-
gy, animal behavior, anthropology, and the history of canine domestication.”  
        - An Amazon Review 
 

January 11 – Saving Tarboo Creek: One Family’s Quest to 
    Heal the Land    By Scott Freeman 
“Can each of us, as stewards of our land, make an environmental difference that can be 
seen, felt, and measured? Scott Freeman emphatically says yes, and in Saving Tarboo 
Creek he explores how we can all do it by making small changes over time. Saving Tarboo 
Creek masterfully blends two stories of the Freeman family’s effort to reclaim a small patch 
of the planet: one, a tale of the realities of rehabilitating a degraded fish run in what was 
once an old-growth watershed; the other, an account of human resource use over time and 
what that history means for the future. Based on the land ethics found in Aldo Leopold’s  A 
Sand County Almanac, Saving Tarboo Creek is both a timely tribute to our land and a bold 
challenge to protect it.”      - An Amazon Review 
 

February 8 – Taking Flight: A History of Birds and People in 
   the Heart of America          by Michael Edmonds 
 “Today, more than fifty million Americans traipse through wetlands at dawn, en-
dure clouds of mosquitoes, and brave freezing autumn winds just to catch a glimpse of a 
bird. The human desire to connect with winged creatures defies age and generation. In the 
Midwest, humans and birds have lived together for more than twelve thousand years. Tak-
ing Flight explores how and why people have worshipped, feared, studied, hunted, eaten, 
and protected the birds that surrounded them. 
 “Author and birder Michael Edmonds has combed archaeological reports, mission-
aries’ journals, travelers’ letters, early scientific treatises, the memoirs of American Indian 
elders, and the folklore of hunters, farmers, and formerly enslaved people throughout the 
Midwest to reveal how our ancestors thought about the very same birds we see today. 
Whether you’re a casual bird-watcher, a hard-core life-lister, or simply someone who loves 
the outdoors, you’ll look at birds differently after reading this book.       - An Amazon Review 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/671946069589232/

