
Of Bogs & Books 

Autumn Selections 

VOLO BOG 
S T AT E  N AT U R A L  A u t u m n  2 0 2 0      V o l u m e  2 7 ,  N u m b e r  3    

• Second Saturday of each 

month, 10:00 – 11:30 am 

• Zooming our Book       

Discussions for adults   

and teens 

• Potential in-person    

gatherings if/when state 

guidelines allow 

• To register, request the 

zoom link by emailing us at 

dnr.volobog@illinois.gov 

and tell us your name. 

• Coffee & Snacks at your 

place :D :D :D 

• Natural History, Outdoor 

& Environmental          

Literature 

• Books range from classic 

to contemporary 

• Selections may be found 

at local libraries, book 

stores and on-line 

• Look for our                 

Facebook Group 

• Sponsored by IDNR at 

Volo Bog SNA & the 

Friends of Volo Bog 

• Be well, friends! 

Engaging Conversations since 1994     

September 12:   Nature’s Best Hope: A New Approach to 
  Conservation that Starts in Your Yard    by Douglas Tallamy  
 “Douglas W. Tallamy’s first book, Bringing Nature Home, awakened thousands of 
readers to an urgent situation: wildlife populations are in decline because the native plants 
they depend on are fast disappearing. His solution? Plant more natives. In this new book, 
Tallamy takes the next step and outlines his vision for a grassroots approach to conserva-
tion. Nature’s Best Hope shows how homeowners everywhere can turn their yards into con-
servation corridors that provide wildlife habitats. Because this approach relies on the initia-
tives of private individuals, it is immune from the whims of government policy. Even more 
important, it’s practical, effective, and easy—you will walk away with specific suggestions 
you can incorporate into your own yard. 
  “If you’re concerned about doing something good for the environment, Nature’s 
Best Hope is the blueprint you need. By acting now, you can help preserve our precious 
wildlife—and the planet—for future generations.”           —an Amazon Review  
 

October 10:   October—or Autumnal Tints by Henry David Thoreau  
       with an introduction by Robert D. Richardson and Watercolors by Lincoln Perry  

 “Originally delivered as a lecture shortly before the writer’s own death, Henry Da-
vid Thoreau’s classic “Autumnal Tints” is an ode to autumn not as the season of death and 
decay, but of ripeness, fullness, and maturity. It is perhaps the best piece ever written on 
the subject of the fall color of the changing leaves. Thoreau hoped one day to turn it into an 
illustrated book called “October, or Autumnal Tints.” 
 

 “Thoreau’s astute meditations are framed by a biographical essay by acclaimed 
scholar Robert D. Richardson that delves into the events and relationships influencing    
Thoreau’s philosophy. Sensuous watercolors by Lincoln Perry bring to life the fall colors 
described so ecstatically by Thoreau, allowing longtime Thoreau fans and leaf-peepers alike 
to feel as though they are walking among the falling leaves alongside one of our best ob-
servers of the natural world.”    —an Amazon Review  
 

November 14:  Lab Girl     by Hope Jahren 
 “Acclaimed scientist Hope Jahren has built three laboratories in which she's stud-
ied trees, flowers, seeds, and soil. Her first book might have been a revelatory treatise on 
plant life. Lab Girl is that, but it is also so much more. Because in it, Jahren also shares with 
us her inspiring life story, in prose that takes your breath away.  

 “Lab Girl is a book about work, about love, and about the mountains that can be 
moved when those two things come together. It is told through Jahren's remarkable sto-
ries: about the things she's discovered in her lab as well as how she got there; about her 
childhood - hours of unfettered play in her father's laboratory; about how she found a sanc-
tuary in science and learned to perform lab work "with both the heart and the hands"; 
about a brilliant and wounded man named Bill, who became her loyal colleague and best 
friend; about their adventurous, sometimes rogue research trips, which take them from the 
Midwest all across the United States and over the Atlantic, from the ever-light skies of the 
North Pole to tropical Hawaii; and about her constant striving to do and be the best she 
could, never allowing personal or professional obstacles to cloud her dedication to her work.  

 “Jahren's probing look at plants, her astonishing tenacity of spirit, and her insights 
on nature enliven every minute of this book. Lab Girl allows us to see with clear eyes the 
beautiful, sophisticated mechanisms within every leaf, blade of grass, and flower petal and 
the power within ourselves to face - with bravery and conviction - life's ultimate challenge: 
discovering who we are.”     —an Amazon Review  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/671946069589232/?ref=br_rs

